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FROM 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


TRANSMITTING 


A CERTIFIED COPY OF A PROTOCOL, SIGNED AT BRUSSELS UNDER 
DATE OF DECEMBER 16, 1949, MODIFYING THE CONVENTION OF 
JULY 5, 1890, CONCERNING THE CREATION OF AN INTERNA- 
TIONAL UNION FOR THE PUBLICATION OF CUSTOMS TARIFFS, 
THE REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTION 
INSTITUTING AN INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR THE PUBLICA- 
TION OF CUSTOMS TARIFFS, AND MEMORANDUM OF SIGNATURE 


Aprit 23, 1952.—The protocol was read the first time and the injunction of 
secrecy was removed therefrom, and together with all accompanying papers 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 


Tue Wuire House, April 23, 1952. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the Senate to 
adherence thereto on the part of the United States, I transmit here- 
with a certified copy of a protocol, signed at Brussels under date of 
December 16, 1949, modifying the convention of July 5, 1890, con- 
cerning the creation of an International Union for the Publication of 
Customs Tariffs, the regulations for the execution of the convention 
instituting an International Bureau for the Publication of Customs 
Tariffs, and memorandum of signature. 
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| transmit also, for the information of the Senate, the report by 
the Secretary of State with respect to the protocol and a copy, in 
English translation, of the protocol. 
Harry 5S. TRUMAN. 
(Enelosures: (1) Report of the Secretary of State; (2) certified 
copy of protocol; (3) copy of protocol in English translation.) 


DeEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 18, 1952. 
The PRESIDENT, 
The White House: 

The undersigned, the Secretary of State, has the honor to submit 
to the President, with a view to its transmission to the Senate to 
receive the advice and consent of that body to adherence thereto on 
the part of the United States, if the President approve thereof, a 
certified copy of a protocol, signed at Brussels under date of December 
16, 1949, modifying the convention of July 5, 1890, concerning the 
creation of an International Union for the Publication of Customs 
Tariffs, the regulations for the execution of the convention instituting 
an International Bureau for the Publication of Customs Tariffs, and 
memorandum of signature. 

It will be noted from the certified copy that the original of the pro- 
tocol is in the French language. There is also enclosed, therefore, for 
the information of the Senate, a copy of the protocol in English trans- 
lation. 

The protocol was open for signature at Brussels from December 16, 
1949, until March 31, 1950, and for adherence thereafter. It was not 
signed on behalf of the United States. According to information 
which has been received from the Belgian Government, which Govern- 
ment is designated as depositary pursuant to the terms of the protocol, 
the protocol has entered into force and is at present in force with respect 
to the following 36 countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Federal Republic 
of Germany, Haiti, the Indian Union, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, 
Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, 
Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, Venezuela, and 
Yugoslavia. 

The purpose of the protocol is to provide for an increase in contribu- 
tions for the support of the International Bureau established pursuant 
to the convention concerning the creation of an International Union 
for the Publication of Customs Tariffs, the regulations for the execu- 
tion of the convention instituting an International Bureau for the 
Publication of Customs Tariffs, and the memorandum of signature, 
signed at Brussels July 5, 1890 (26 Stat. 1518). The United States 
is a party to the 1890 convention, regulations, and memorandum of 
signature. 

The International Bureau is under the supervision of the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Belgium and publishes the International Customs 
Journal, containing translations of the customs laws, customs tariffs, 
treaties of commerce, and international conventions having a direct 
bearing upon existing tariffs, and administrative provisions relating 
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to tariffs of most of the nations engaged in international trade. 
Contracting parties are entitled to receive a certain number of copies 
of the publication proportional to the financial contributions they 
make to meet the expenses of the Bureau. 

The agreements of July 5, 1890, which the present protocol modifies, 
contain provisions, among others, which divide the contracting parties 
into six classes according to the amount of their commerce, indicate 
the financial contribution to the expenses of the Bureau of the members 
of each class, and authorize a maximum annual budget of 125,000 
francs. As a result of adherences and because some of the original 
contracting parties agreed to be placed in a higher contributing class, 
total assessment on the basis of the 1890 scale actually amounted to 
159,642 gold franes by 1949. 

Because of rising costs and also because the work of the International 
Bureau has increased substantially since 1890, the financial contri- 
butions made under the terms of the 1890 agreements became inade- 
quate to support the work of the International Bureau. In view of 
this situation an international conference was convened at Brussels 
on December 13, 1949, to consider this problem. The present protocol 
was formulated at that Conference. 

The protocol amends the 1890 agreements by increasing the maxi- 
mum budget to 500,000 gold franes, revising the scale of contributions 
so as to increase assessments of contracting parties, and establishing 
seven classes of contracting parties according to the amount of their 
respective trade as a basis for assessing their contributive share of 
expenses. 

On the basis of the scale established by the 1890 agreements the 
contribution of the United States is 6,833 frances (about $2,233), 
approximately 5.47 percent of the total to be contributed under the 
1890 scale and approximately 4.28 percent of the actual annual assess- 
ment in 1949. Under the revised seale established by the protocol 
the annual contribution of the United States would be 26,500 gold 
franes (about $8,658), or 5.3 percent of the total contribution due. 
The protocol provides for contributions from France, Germany, and 
the United Kingdom in the same amount as from the United States. 
Although not a party to the protoeol, the United States has been re- 
ceiving “the full benefits of the 1890 agreement as have parties to the 
protocol. It is therefore considered desirable that the United States 
should pay contributions as increased by the protocol from April 1 
1950, the date recommended by the Conference which formulated the 
protocol, rather than from the effective date of adherence on behalf of 
the United States. 

By the collection, translation from many languages, and publication 
of customs tariffs and related information the International Bureau 
provides an essential service. Over the years the Bureau has col- 
lected, translated, and published the basic tariff information of over 
170 countries, colonies, and territories, as well as any supplementary 
information necessary to keep the tariff schedules current. In the 
past 5 years the work load of the Bureau has been greatly increased 
because of the extensive tariff negotiations that have taken place 
since World War II. It is estimated that it would cost the United 
States considerably in excess of $8,658 to collect and translate this 
information in order to satisfy its own requirements. 
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As it is believed highly desirable that the United States continue 
to avail itself of the services of the International Bureau and as it is 
considered essential for the effective operation of the Bureau that the 
1890 agreements be modified as provided in the protocol, it is hoped 
that the protocol will be given favorable consideration by the Senate. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Dean ACHESON. 


(Enclosures: (1) Certified copy of protocol; (2) copy of protocol 
in English translation. 
{Translation ] 


PROTOCOL 


MopIFYING THE CONVENTION OF JuLY 5, 1890, CONCERNING THE 
CREATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PUBLICATION 
oF Custroms Tartrrs, THE REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF 
rHE CONVENTION INSTITUTING AN INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR 
THE PUBLICATION OF Customs TARIFFS, -AND THE MEMORANDUM 
OF SIGNATURE, SIGNED AT BrussELts, DecEMBER 16, 1949 


The Representatives of the signatory Governments, 

Convineed of the importance of the work of the International 
Bureau for the Publication of Customs Tariffs instituted by the 
Convention of July 5, 1890, 

Considering that the funds authorized by the said Convention 
are not sufficient to enable the Bureau to carry out its’ task 
adequately, 

Duly authorized, hereby agree to make the following modifications 
in the Convention of July 5, 1890, Concerning the Creation of an 
International Union for the Publication of Customs Tariffs and in 
the Regulations for the Execution of the Convention Instituting an 
International Bureau for the Publication of Customs Tariffs as well 
as in the Memorandum of Signature: 

CONVENTION OF JULY 5, 1890, CONCERNING THE CREATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PUBLICATION OF CUSTOMS TARIFFS 


Articles 8 to 10 are replaced by the following articles: 
ARTICLE 8. 


The annual budget of expenditures of the International Bureau 
fixed at the maximum figure of 500,000 gold franes. 


ARTICLE 9. 


With the view of fairly assessing the quotas of the Contracting 
States, these will be divided, according to the amount of their 
trade, into seven classes each contributing in the proportion of a 
certain number of units, namely: 


Ist class Countries whose trade regularly amounts to more than 
5,000 million gold es 53 units. 

2nd class Countries whose trade regularly amounts to from 3,000 to 
5,000 million gold finan s: 36.5 units, 

3rd class Countries whose trade regularly amounts to from 1,500 to 


3,000 million gold franes: 25 units 


PROTOCOL 


ith class 


5th elass 


6th class 


7th class 


MODIFYING THE CONVENTION OF JULY 1890 


6, 5 


Countries whose trade regularly amounts to from 500 
million to 1,500 million gold franes: 20 units. 

Countries whose trade regularly amounts to from 300 to 
500 million gold franes: 13 units. 

Countries whose trade regularly amounts to from 100 to 
300 million gold franes: 8 units. 

Countries whose trade regularly amounts to less than 1090 


million gold franes: 3 units. 


ARTICLE 10. 

In regard to countries whose language will not be used by the 
International Bureau the foregoing figures will respectively be 
reduced by two-fifths, so that they will stand, namely: 


For the Ist elass at 31.8 units 
OR ES nada 44 at 21.9 
3rd at 15 
ith at 12. 
" 5th ut 8. 
<< 6% 66th at 5. 
~~ a or at 1. 


REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTION INSTITUTING 
AN INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR THE PUBLICATION OF CUSTOMS 
TARIFFS 
Articles 7, 8 and 10 are replaced by the following articles: 


ARTICLE 7. 


The amount of the proportional contribution of each State 
will be returned in the form of subscriptions to the International 
Journal calculated at the rate of 100 gold franes each. 

ARTICLE 8. 


The expenses are calculated approximately as follows: 


A. Salaries of the functionaries and employees of the 

International Bureau (including an additional 15%. gold fr. 250,000.- 
B. Expenses of printing and distributing the Customs 

Journal gold fr. 180,000. 
C. Provision for Staff Pensions Fund gold fr. 25,000. 
D. Rental and repair of the premises occupied by the 

International Bureau, fuel, light, supplies, office 

expenses, etc gold fr. 30,000. 
E. Contingency fund gold fr. 15,000. 

Total gold fr. 500,000. 


ARTICLE 10. 

The head of the International Bureau is authorized, subject 
to the approval of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, 
to carry over to the current year unused sums of the previous 
vear. These sums will so far as they extend be applied towards 
the formation of a reserve fund intended to provide for contingent 
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expenses, but said reserve fund shall, in no case, exceed 100,000.— 
gold frances. The surplus will if so deemed fit permit the price 
of subscription to the Journal to be reduced but it shall not be 
used to increase the number of copies guaranteed by the Con- 
tracting States; such surplus may also go towards payment of 
the expenses involved in translation into another language be- 
sides those enumerated in Article 1. 

This last-mentioned measure can only be carried out subject 
to the unanimous assent of the States and Colonies members of 
the Union 


MEMORANDUM OF SIGNATURE 


The Memorandum of Signature annexed to the Convention of 
July 5, 1890, is replaced by the following text: 

The undersigned delegates this day assembled for the pur- 
pose of making the necessary modifications in the Convention 
and Regulations concerning the International Union for the 
Publication of Customs Tariffs, have exchanged the following 
declarations: 


1. Regarding the classification of the countries of the Union in 
respect to their quotas in the expenses of the International 
Bureau (Articles 9, 10 and 1: of the Convention): 

The delegates declare that the adhering countries are divided 
into the following classes and shall respectively be bound to 


contribute in the proportion of the number of units hereinafter 
set forth: 


First Class. 


Germany 53 units 
United States of America 53 units 
France 53 units 
Great Britain 53 units 


Second Class. 


Australia 36.5 units 
Belgium 36.5 units 
Canada 86.5 units 
China 21.9 units 
Italy : 36.5 units 
Japan 21.9 units 
Pakistan 21.9 units 
Netherlands 21.9 units 
Sweden 21.9 units 
Indian Union 36.5 units 
U.8.58. R 21.9 units 


Third Class. 


Argentina 25 units 
Brazil 15 units 
Denmark 15 units 
Spain 25 units 
Switzerland 25 units 
Czechoslovakia 15 units 
Union of South Africa 25 units 
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Fourth Class. 


Austria 20 units 
Chile 20 units 
Colombia 20 units 
Cuba 20 units 
Egypt 12 units 
Finland 12 units 
Greece 12 units 
Iran 12 units 
Mexico 20 units 
Norway 12 units 
Philippines 20 units 
Poland 12 units 
Portugal 12 units 
Rumania 12 units 
Turkey 12 units 
Venezuela 20 units 
Yugoslavia. 12 units 


Fifth Class. 


Bolivia 13 units 
Bulgaria , 8 units 
Hungary 8 units 
Peru 13 units 
Siam 8 units 
Uruguay 13 units 


Sixth Class. 
Belgian Congo , 5 units 
Iraq 5 units 


Seventh Class. 


Albania ; ‘ 1 unit 

Costa Rica ‘ 3 units 
Dominican Republic ; _ 3 units 
Ecuador ‘ 3 units 
Haiti ‘ 3 units 
Honduras 3 units 
Lebanon z 1 unit 

Luxembourg ide wed ‘ 3 units 
Panama aeiweea ee ; _ 3 units 
Paraguay , : Benes weit da csc 
Syria . , oe ; aes 1 unit 


The amounts of the contributions are established provisionally 
according to the following table. These contributions shall be 
revised when circumstances change considerably and in any 
event before March 31, 1954. 
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First Class. 


Germany 

United States of America 
France 

Great Britain 


Second class. 


Australia 
Belgium 
Canada 
China 
Italy 
Japan 
Pakistan 
Netherlands 
Sweden 
Indian Union 
U.S. 8. R 


\ 


Third Class. 


Argentina 

Brazil - 

Denmark 

Spain 

Switzerland 
Czechoslovakia 

Union of South Africa 


Fourth Class. 


Austria 
Chile 
Colombia 
Cuba 
Egvpt 
Finland 
Greece 
Tran 
Mexico 
Norway 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
tumania 
Turkey 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 


1890 


Num ber of 
copies of the 
Journal to 
which the 


Yearly contribu- 
tion (in gold 


francs adhering 
countries are 
entitled 
26, 500 265 
26, 500 265 
26, 500 265 
26, 500 265 
18, 250 182 
18, 250 182 
18, 250 182 
10, 950 110 
18, 250 182 
10, 950 110 
10, 950 110 
10, 950 110 
10, 950 110 
18, 250 182 
10, 950 110 
12, 500 125 
7, 500 75 
7, 500 75 
12, 500 125 
12, 500 125 
7, 500 15 
12, 500 125 
10, 000 100 
10, 000 100 
10, 000 100 
10, 000 100 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
10, 000 100 
6, 000 60 
10, 000 100 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
6, 000 60 
10, 000 100 


6, 000 60 


PROTOCOL MODIFYING THE CONVENTION OF JULY 6, 1890 9 


Fifth Class. 


} | Number of 
| copies of the 
Yearly contribu-| Journal to 
tion (in gold | which the 
franes) adhering 


| countries are 
entitled. 


Bolivia 6, 500 65 
Bulgaria 4, 000 10 
Hungary _- 4, 000 10 
Peru 6, 500 65 
Siar 4, 000 10 
Uruguay 6, 500 65 


Sixth Class. 


Belgian Congo 2. 500 
Traq_- 2, 500 


bo bo 
oro 


Seventh Class. 


Albania 500 5 
Costa Rica 1, 500 15 
Dominican Republic 1, 500 15 
Ecuador 1, 500 15 
Haiti 1, 500 15 
Honduras 1, 500 15 
Lebanon_-_ 500 5 
Luxembourg 1, 500 15 
Panama 1, 500 15 
Paraguay 1, 500 15 
Syria 500 5 


2. Regarding the payment of the contributions to be made by 


the Contracting Parties: 

The delegates declare that the same shall be paid in 
Brussels during the first quarter of each financial year and in 
money that is legal tender in Be lgium. 

Should any of the Contracting Parties leave outstanding 
more than two yearly contributions, in spite of the reminders 
addressed to such Party by the Belgian Government, it 
will be the right of the International Customs Tariff Bureau 
temporarily to discontinue the dispatch of its publications to 
said Contracting Party. 

The present Protocol shall remain open for signature at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Belgium until March 31, 1950, inclusive. 

Krom that date, the present Protocol shall be deposited in the 
archives of the Belgian Government. 

The present Protocol shall enter into force between the States 
which have signed, notified their acceptance or sent in their ratifica- 
tions, at such date as the aggregate of their annual contributions to 
the International Customs Tariff Bureau shall exceed one half of the 
authorized expenditures of the said Bureau, as specified in the present 
Protocol. 

After the present Protocol has entered into force the States which 
have not signed the present Protocol or have signed it with a reserva- 
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tion may adhere to it upon request. Such adherence shall be notified 
through diplomatic channels to the Belgian Government, which in 
turn shall notify the Governments of each of the other Contracting 
States; such adherence shall enter into effect thirty days after the 
dispatch of the notification by the Belgian Government. 


Done at Brussels, in a single copy, on the 16th day of December 
1949. 


For Germany: 
Federal Republic of Germany 
initialed subject to approval by the Allied High Com- 
mission for Germany 
Dr. Lupwiac IMHOFE 
For Argentina: 
Ad referendum 
K. Moss 
For Australia: 
J. P. Quinn 
Kor Austria: 
K. FARBOWSKY 
Subject to the definitive consent of the Austrian Government 
For Belgium: 
M.. SuETENS 
For Bolivia: 


For Brazil 
Ad referendum to the Brazilian Parliament 
R. pe Lacerpa LaGco 
For Cana‘a: 
Bruce MacDonaLp 
For Chile: 


Kor China: 


For Colombia: 
A. Gomez JARAMILLO 
For Denmark: 
B. F. FALKENSTJERNE 
For the Dominican Republic: 
Dr. T. Franco FrRANcO 
Ad referendum 
For Egypt: 
A. Racuip 
Kor Spain: 
Merry DEL VAL 
DE MORALES. 
Kor the United States of America: 


For Finland: 
R. J. NuMELIN 
Kor France: 
ad referendum 
LECUYER 
For Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
G. CocKERHAM 
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For Greece: 
T. N. TRIANTAFYLLAKOS 
Subject to ratification 
For Haiti: 
E. SYLVAIN 
For Iraq: 
T. at-PACHACHI 


For Iran: 


For Italy: 
E. Cacctacup! 
For Japan: 
T. IsHIpa 
For Lebanon: 
J. HARFOUCHE 
For Luxembourg: 
J. P. KreMerR 
For Mexico: 
Ad referendum 
F. A. pe Icaza 
For Norway: 
Subject to ratification 
J. RAEDER 
For Pakistan: 
H. Au 
For the Netherlands: 
B. Pu. vAN HARINXMA THOE SLOOTEN 
For Sweden: 
Subject to approval by Parliament 
G. VON OTTER 
For Switzerland: 
A. MARCIONELLI 
For Syria: 


For Czechoslovakia: 
For Turkey: 


For the Union of South Africa: 
Pu. R. Borna 

For the Indian Union: 
B. F. H. B. Tyasust 


For Venezuela: 


For Yugoslavia: 
Subject to subsequent approval 
M. Risric 
Certified a true copy. 
Brussels, May 19, 1950 


[SEAL OF THE MINISTRY Chief of the Treaty Service 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS J. A. Denoiis 
\ND FOREIGN TRADE] Jul. A. Deno 
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